Learning to parse the speech stream into syntactic constituents is a crucial prerequisite to adult-like sentence comprehension, and prosody is one source of information that could be used for this task. To test the role of prosody in facilitating constituent learning, 19-montholds were familiarized with non-word sentences with 1-clause (ABCDEF) or 2-clause (ABC, DEF) prosody and were then tested on sentences that represent a grammatical (DEF, ABC) or ungrammatical (EFA, BCD) 'movement' of the clauses from the 2-clause familiarization sentences. If infants in the 2-clause group are able to use prosody to group words into cohesive chunks, they should discriminate between grammatical and ungrammatical movements in the test items, even though the test sentences have a new prosodic contour. The 1-clause, control, group should not discriminate. Results support these predictions and suggest that infants treat prosodically-grouped words as more cohesive and constituentlike than words that straddle a prosodic boundary. A follow-up experiment suggests that these results do not merely reflect recognition of words in boundary positions or acoustic similarity of words across the familiarization and test phases.
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Introduction
Superficially, language takes the form of a linear string of words, but that linear string is the result of syntactic phenomena operating over hierarchically-organized constituents. Syntactic constituents -minimally defined as groups of words that function as cohesive units in sentences -form the building blocks upon which natural language grammar is organized. Constituency is an important concept even at the early stages of syntax acquisition. A rudimentary appreciation of constituency is necessary to understand the subject-predicate distinction, which underlies comprehension of who did what to whom. For more advanced learners, constituency is important for interpreting phenomena such as proform replacement (e.g., it can replace noun phrases) and syntactic movement (e.g., the clauses ''when Grandma gets here'' and ''we'll go to the zoo'' can appear in either order). Correctly parsing a sentence into constituents is also crucial for interpreting syntactically-ambiguous strings, such as ''old men and women '' ([old [men and women] 
] versus [[old men] and women]).
Given the critical role that constituents play in syntax, it follows that a learner who can parse constituents from the speech stream will be advantaged in her language development. There are many potential sources of information about constituency, including frequently-occurring function morphemes (Gervain, Nespor, Mazuka, Horie, & http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cognition.2014.07.013 0010-0277/Ó 2014 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
